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State Rep. La Shawn K. Ford (D-
Chicago) hosted a two-part town hall
meeting at the Columbus Park
Refectory to provide local residents
with an opportunity to share their
thoughts and insights on important
issues facing the state and local
community. Rep.

Ford was joined by State Sen.
Kimberly Lightford (D-Maywood),
Oak Park Village President David Pope
and Oak Park trustees, as well as
representatives from Illinois
Department of Transportation (IDOT),
Illinois Department of Human Services
(DHS) and several local nonprofit
organizations. “I would like to thank
IDOT Secretary Hannig for providing
very important information on Phase
One of the Eisenhower Expansion
Project and on IDOT’s procurement
process,” Ford said. “This was the first
forum of its kind that has been held on
the Eisenhower Expansion that
specifically included residents from
Oak Park, the West Side of Chicago
and surrounding communities. I
appreciate the efforts that IDOT and
others put forth to provide information
about the project and potential job
opportunities.” The first half of the
town hall meeting featured a
presentation and exhibits by
representatives from IDOT on the
Eisenhower Expansion project and

State Rep LaShawn K. Ford Hosts
Two part Town hall Meeting

drew a crowd of 125 people.
The second half of the forum was

equally well-attended and raised
several important issues, including the
need for directing more state resources
to smaller local agencies that serve
people in need; increasing
opportunities for minorities in the
workforce; and the need for more
stores that sell healthy foods. “Hearing
the input of my constituents at forums
like this helps me to do a better job
representing the needs and interests
of the people of the Eighth District,”
said Ford.

During the second half of the town
hall meeting, several nonprofit
organizations were also on hand to
inform resident about their services.
These organizations included
Prevention Partnership, South Austin
Community Council, Treatment
Alternatives for Safe Communities,
and the Austin Community Coalition
on Under-aged Drinking.For more
information, call 773-378-5902, or visit
www.lashawnford.com.

Participants search out employers and other resources at townhall meeting located
at Columbus Park Refectory

Panel of state agencies and local agencies, Nonprofits, State Rep LaShawn K.
Ford and Sen. Kimberly Ligfhtford discussed issues and needs relating to the
constituents in their area. One issue that was discussed was the Eisenhower
Expansion.

State Rep. La Shawn K. Ford (center)
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Middle-aged, divorced and
unemployed, West Side resident
Jason Ferguson was at an impasse
when contemplating the future
direction of his life. After months of
self-introspection, he decided he
wanted to make a difference in his
community as an elementary school
teacher, helping to prepare young
minds for productive futures.

But because the former U.S.
Marine also lacked any formal
academic education beyond the
diploma he received from Marshall
High School more than 20 years ago,
Ferguson, 43, was at a loss as to how
to begin the pursuit of his decision.
To teach, he knew he needed more
education, but he was apprehensive
about his ability to deal with the
academic rigors of college. His
scholastic tools had been collecting
dust.

“Really, I was kind of intimidated
by the thought of going to college,”
said Ferguson, a Fall 2009 graduate
of the Illinois Veterans Upward
Bound Program at Roosevelt
University.  “I had been a pretty good
student in high school, but that was

Roosevelt Upward Bound Program Helps
Veterans Become Scholars

TRAVLES R. LANE
so long ago. I needed to knock the
rust off, and I was able to do that in the
program.”

Administered under the auspices
of the U.S. Education Department, the
Roosevelt University Veterans
Upward (VUB)  Bound Program in
downtown Chicago is one of about 40
similar programs nationwide and the
only one in the state of Illinois.
Established in 1995, the program only
serves low income veterans who wish
to improve their marketability in the
work place by equipping them with
the basic academic skills to meet
college entrance qualifications.

In addition to income
requirements, eligibility for the
program include having served a
minimum of 181 consecutive days of
active duty and pursing a bachelor’s
degree as a first-generation college
student. Dishonorably discharged
veterans do not qualify.

“We actually have a history dating
back to 1972, during the Vietnam era,”
said Counseling and Careers
Coordinator Dinu Skariah during a
recent interview at the Roosevelt VUB
facilities at 431 S. Wabash Avenue.

“Our programs are geared toward
giving our students the tools they
need to succeed in college.

“We want to improve their
confidence in their academic abilities
and help them dispel the notion they
are not college material.”

Funded through August 2010 by
a $275,000 Federal TRiO Program
grant, the Roosevelt VUB provides
classes in basic and intermediate math
through pre-calculus as well as writing
and grammar, laboratory science,
foreign language and literature.
Instruction also includes short-term
remedial or refresher courses for
veterans who are high school
graduates but have delayed pursuing
post-secondary studies.

Directed by retired U.S. Army
veteran Chris Chalko who leads a staff
that is 75 percent manned by veterans,
the VUB at Roosevelt University
serves about 120 clients each year. The
program offers its services free of
charge and further assists students
and graduates in securing support
services from other locally available
resources such as the Veterans
Administration, state veteran

agencies, veterans associations and
other state and local organizations that
serve veterans.

“We stay in touch after they
graduate,” Skariah said. “We don’t
provide funding beyond our classes,
but we do assist them with finding

where the money is, where they can
receive financial aid.”

VUB sessions include 16-week
courses during the spring and fall of
each year and an 8-week course in
the summer. Courses are non-

Counseling and Careers Coordinator Dinu Skariah (left) chats with a Roosevelt
University Veterans Upward Bound Program participant during a recent session
in the computer lab.

See Scholars page 7
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Looking for life 
insurance? 

Eric J Lindsay Agency
3708 W Roosevelt Rd

Chicago, IL 60624-4228
(773) 638-1700

elindsay@amfam.com

 
Home Office – Madison, WI 53783 
American Family Life Insurance Company 

  

Circulation Verification Council is a third party
agency that audits and verifies our circulation which is

currently at 15,000 issues per publication.

Where: 1211 S. Western, Suite 203
Time: 6:00 p.m.

Date: Thursday January 21, 2010
Free Training in Community Journalism!

Everyone is Welcome!
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FOR MORE INFORMATION:  CALL

312.492.9090

Writers’ Meetings!!

ROD OUTS
Sewerlines and Plumbing Repair
WATER GOING DOWN SLOW!

Sinks * Toilets * Bathtubs * Catchbasins
Grease Traps * Sewerlines * Faucets
Hot Water Tanks * Drains * Ejector
Sump  Pump * Low Water Pressure

  Heating  * Air Conditioning * Refrigeration
Installation & Repair Work

For More Information Call:

TRAVIS (773) 491-1967 or 68

 North Lawndale Community News
Winner of the

2005 SBC Beyond the Call Award

North Lawndale Community News
Winner of the

7th Congressional District 2004
Education Champion Award

Presented By Congressman Danny K. Davis &
Residents of the 7th Congressional District

~~~~~~~~~~~~ The North Lawndale Community News is now published
weekly by Strategic Human Services. Our purpose is to
help inform our community on resources, events, and issues
relevant to them and our neighboring communities. Our
community includes those who live, work, worship in, and/
or care about North Lawndale. Our focus is on positive,
productive solutions, that will improve the lifestyle of our
community members.
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HEALTH & THE ECONOMY
One of the major issues of the recent presidential campaign

was health care. Health care costs have become an escalating
burden for employers and consumers alike. Research has
shown that total health spending is reduced when consumers
bear more responsibility for their health and the expenses
related to it. One of the best ways to increase life expectancy
while reducing disability is to encourage a culture of self-
care practices.

Self care is personal health maintenance. It is the care
taken by individuals towards their own health and well being.
Self care includes the actions individuals take in their role as
care givers for their children, their families, and others to
stay fit and to maintain good physical, mental, and spiritual
health.

Extreme self care means making choices and decisions that
honor our soul in everyday living. It means feeding ourselves
whole foods, moving our bodies every day, balancing silence
with activity, and surrounding ourselves with supportive, like-
minded people who are committed to improving or restoring
health and uplifting the quality of their lives as well.

More than 75% of people surveyed in the United Kingdom
said if they had guidance or support from a professional or
peer they would feel far more confident about taking care of
their own health.  Research shows that supporting self care
can improve health outcomes and increase patient satisfaction.
Our intention is to support individuals, families, institutions,
and communities in their efforts to practice extreme self care.
During 2009, the North Lawndale Community News focuses
on cost-effective ways you can improve your health by
practicing self care.

The Economy has made itself the number one issue with
gas prices reaching almost $5.00 per gallon and having a
domino effect on everything else sold, except housing stock
which experienced a terrible decline with the high rate of
foreclosures. The Chicago metropolitan area reported 5,821
new foreclosure filings in December, a foreclosure rate of
one new foreclosure filing for every 499 households — more
than twice the national average. That brought the area’s fourth
quarter foreclosure total to 16,949 and its 2006 foreclosure
total to 57,706, according to Realty Trac.

Even transportation on the CTA went on the rise with one day
passes increasing by seventy-five cents and monthly passess
increased by $10.00 from $75.00 to $85.00. Those are just a
few of the increases.

The North Lawndale Community News this year is
expanding on last years financial focus to give attention to its
broader parent the economy. Saving and making smarter
shopping decisions will help stop us losing through wasteful
choices. Finding new ways to increase our income is a necessity
for many in an area where gentrifrication is not going to stop.

One of the hardest things to change is behavior. Modifying
behavior seems to be easy when it comes to pain.  Social pain
lack of money has to be extreme for many to change. 2009
should be different for many and of course many will continue
toward economic mistakes and financial ruin.

But in today’s information society there is no excuse for not
making smart choices. Financial literacy alone is not enough. Look
what happened to Lehman Brothers and what’s happening to many
other financial institutions let alone individuals, families. and small
businesses.

Solutions come to the internet, books, economic experts,
financial counselors and experts, the media and your economical
neighbors.

The North Lawndale Community News will tap into resources
and share them with you, our reader. So to help you improve your
health and your economy keep reading The North Lawndale
News. We say yours because some may not modiy their behavior,
except when the pain comes and still some won’t change.. Your
imput is also welcome  If you have some information that is
beneficial please submit it. Let’s make smarter health and
economic moves for life in 2009.
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AVATAR (***) By now, you’ve might have
heard the idea behind this movie was inspired over
15 years ago during the production of “Titanic”.
Writer-director James Cameron’s ambitious $230
million futuristic fantasy adventure, “Avatar” is
massive, awesome and a visual spectacle that is
intended to draw its audience into another world.
In several ways, “Avatar” is mot unlike what
George Lucas did with “Star Wars”.

Even though, “Avatar “is a technical marvel
to watch that fills every square inch of the screen;
But also in the last fifty minutes, it’s the story
that begins to lose some of its luster.

Last seen late spring in “Terminator:
Salvation”, Sam Worthington now has the lead role
here in another futuristic drama set in 2154 as Jake
Sully, a paraplegic Marine grunt soldier drafted
into a new mission on  another planet, replacing
his  late PhD identical twin brother.

Although Jake Sully (Sam Worthington) is more
brawl than brains, both the military led by gung-
ho Colonel Miles Quaritch (Stephen Lang) and
the authoritative head of the scientific research
team, Grace (Sigourney Weaver) feel his matching
DNA could serve both their needs.

As it relates to planet Pandora, which is
inhabited by a blue lanky alien race known as
Na’vi, with its own culture and language, and above
all, have a spiritual commitment to the spirit of
the Ewya that protects their species amidst the
wild forestry jungle and animal life that surrounds
the home tree.

Their land is of particular interest to the
government bureaucrat. Parker (Giovanni Ribisi)
back with gung ho muscle from the military forces
led by Colonel Quaritch wants to take over that
land from the Na’vi for its expensive mineral rock.

Quaritch promises the wheelchair bound Sully
to restore his legs if he acts as a spy. And from the
scientific lab program led by non-nonsense Grace
who rather has a researcher than a “grunt” for her
environmental mission.  Sully  whose human DNA
is mixed with an Na’vi and put into a dream-like
altered state inside a container pod that transport
the human into their world as a matching blue
humanoids.

Between the military and the scientists, Jake
is suppose to infiltrate the race, learn their ways

AT THE FLICKS
David H. Schultz, film critic

and then persuades the people to move out before
the military bull dozers arrive to “do what the
Calvary did to the Indians” for their land

Even though if you want to be picky the
movie’s script has its faults and predictable. But
we are more than compensated by Cameron who
delivers the kind of cinematic event that is
breathtaking and awesome to watch.

Regardless of the 3D glasses enhancement;
“Avatar” is visual landmark movie-making
achievement that blends utilizes all technical
special effect forms into one sweeping odyssey of
beauty, fascination and dangers through its
wondrous Hawaii and New Zealand locales
doubling for the exotic planet with the computer-
animation generated, prehistoric –like wildlife
creations.

Jake’s child-like curiosity and clumsiness find
him in trouble of becoming a snack when rescued
from by a female Na’vi warrior; Neytiri (Zoë
Saldana) on the whim of the Ewya spirit who
brings to him back to her tribe known as the
Omaticaya.People whose chief makes Neytiri,
Jake’s teacher who eventually falls in love with

Jake who develops the aptitude against the scold
disapproval of their great warrior, Tsu’tey (Laz
Alonzo).

Eventually, Jake learns their ways, and
becomes accepted and infatuated by their world
while falling in love with Neytiri. Naturally, the
military and the bureaucrat (Stephen Lang and
Giovanni Ribisi) feel the time is ripe to attack and
bulldoze the Omaticaya people that the scientist
(Sigourney Weaver) who is against the notion
because it would disrupt the natural order

By this time, Jake has crossed over enough
because of his love for Neytiri. Jake goes rogue
against his kind and orders, thinking he can save
the clan from the invasion that leads to ferocious
battle sequences with military marauders led by
now intensely evil Colonel Quaritch in huge
airborne battleships and mighty arsenal versus the
blue humanoids with bows and arrows with Jake
taking over as the clan’s resistance leader fighting
against overwhelming odds to play out this
elaborate anti-war, cowboys and Indians-like finale.

Clearly, writer-director James Cameron fills
the screen with influences and experiences achieved

and learned from his past films that easily recall
“The Abyss” and even “The Terminator”, “Avatar”
is an illuminating experience based more of its
visual brilliances than its story and thematic
content.

With its anti-war message wrapped around an
aura of spirituality. With science arguing for the
preservation of life over the military and
government bureaucrats attempts to have progress
at any cost.

I can deeply appreciate Cameron’s metaphoric
efforts even through his script that doesn’t fully
answers all the questions that arise in this film
along with some of the holes left behind.

For example, I was a little annoyed by the
lack of multi racial presence in such a race versus
race scenario. All the blue humanoids symbolize
one type of race that made more multi- racial with
its performers such as CCH Pounder as the
Omaticaya chief’s wife.

While on the human side, there are visually no
blacks around in the military, scientist and
government related characters. Only one Hispanic
presence in Michelle Rodriguez as the sympathetic
fighter pilot who ultimately by her actions becomes
sacrificed in battle for the common good.

Now, the Hispanic audience can feel the
example of what it’s like to be the lone black person
in the entire movie to be killed off before the end
credits.

While also, the film goes into overdrive from
the cliché actions of Stephen Lang’s over the top
intentions of complete his mission of destruction
on the Na’vi home base tree that gets a little spiritual
intervention for the blue humanoids.

Indeed, Cameron’s “Avatar” is impressive yet
flawed when it comes to its script that is salvaged
by its technology.

PG-13; 162min. A 20th Century Fox Pictures
Release – Presented at selected theaters

THE YOUNG VICTORIA (**1/2) Born into
royalty with a destiny to rule a country before
becoming a teenager, “The Young Victoria”
chronicles the early years of the reign of Queen
Victoria (Emily Blunt), the royal daughter to King
William (Jim Broadbent) who wants to keeps
under a British (than English or Scottish) monarch.

See Flicks page 6

Avatar movie characters Jake Sully & Neytiri

Capacity Building Blocks TM is going to
college! The City Colleges of Chicago will host
Capacity Building BlocksTM, a 10-week
workshop series for nonprofit leaders who are
serious about maximizing community impact.
Facilitated by Valerie F. Leonard, the interactive
workshops will provide an in-depth
organizational assessment, and balance of
instruction, case studies and group activities
designed to help participants strengthen their
organizations’ infrastructure, and position them
for long term sustainability.  Participants will
learn how to

Capacity Building Blocks Goes to College

• start a new organization or spin off a new
initiative

• develop effective boards
• discern the differences and similarities

between strategic plans and business plans,
and when it is most appropriate to use each

•develop and implement program evaluation
plans

• write effective funding proposals for
private foundations, technology and
government submittals

• develop budgets that support the overall
mission of their organizations and programs

• effectively communicate their
organizations’ mission, goals and
accomplishments to enhance accountability and
raise funds

• comply with state and federal government
regulations as they relate to nonprofits

The workshops will be held every
Wednesday, from January 27, 2010 through April
28, 2010, at the Harold Washington College
Campus, 30 East Lake Street, Chicago, Illinois,
from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Workshop fees are
$75.00 per person.  Visit http://
hwashington.ccc.edu/pdfs/contedschedule-
spring2010.pdf to download a course catalog.
Information about the workshops may be found
on page 17, under Nonprofit 101.  You may
register by phone Monday through Friday, 10:30
a.m.-4:00 p.m. at 312-553-5940.

Harold Washington College (HWC) is a
learning-centered urban institution of higher
education offering accessible and affordable
opportunities for academic advancement, career
development, and personal enrichment. The
College is committed to upholding high
institutional and academic standards and to
understanding and improving student learning.

Capacity Building Blocks, Inc., provides
training solutions to address the growing
demand for accountability and organizational
effectiveness in the nonprofit sector. Clients
include the Carey Tercentenary A.M.E. Church,
the Chicago Area Project (AmeriCorps/VISTA
Volunteers), the Chicago Urban League, Garfield
Park Conservatory Alliance, the Greater Auburn-
Gresham Development Corporation and the
Healthcare Consortium of Illinois.

Valerie F. Leonard is a local community
development consultant with considerable
experience in the public, private and not-for-
profit sectors. Prior to starting her consulting
practice, she ran a small nonprofit organization.
Ms. Leonard’s recent projects include teaching

online courses in finance and budgeting and
grant writing for UIC-Great Cities Institute;
developing program recommendations for the
alignment of after school programs and services
among a citywide network of community
development organizations; peer reviewing
state and local government proposals for
Federal Stimulus funding and developing a
strategic plan for a network of organizations
addressing issues of hunger and poverty.

Capacity Building Blocks participants share war stories about starting new organizations during a
recent workshop at the Garfield Park Conservatory. Pictured from left to right are Rev. Kenneth
Robinson of the First Baptist Congregational Church; Otis Monroe of the Monroe Foundation; Mr.
James Kimbrough of Carey Tercentenary AME Church, and Rev. Walter Harris, Pastor, Carey
Tercentenary AME Church.

Valerie F. Leonard describes some of the nuances
of seeking nonprofit status.

Veronica Edwards, Otis Monroe and Rev. Harris
find solutions to the board development puzzle
during a recent workshop at Garfield Park
Conservatory.
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As we near the wonderful, joyous day of
Christmas — the day on which we celebrate
the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
— I want to take this time to rejoice with a dear
friend of mine, Christian fitness guru Shannon
L. Hills of Dallas, who actually began
celebrating Christmas in October, the month
the Lord blessed her with a beautiful daughter.

This Christmas will be Shannon’s first as a
mother. And for Shannon, a single woman who
turns 43 next month, her entrance into
motherhood has truly been a faith walk, having
to trust that God still had a plan and a purpose
for her in the area of parenting despite having
undergone a hysterectomy at age 29.

Though Shannon wasn’t able to carry the
baby girl she named Faith Althea in her womb
for nine months, the child — the blessing from

Adoptive Mother’s Grateful for the ‘Faith’ the Lord Has Given Her
Donald Lee

above — lived inside of her heart for exactly
that amount of time.

“God impregnated me in January with the
hope and possibility of a child,” Shannon says.
“And then nine months later, the delivery —
the fulfillment of my faith — was here.”

Shannon said on Jan. 25, 2009 — nine
months to the day (Oct. 25) Faith was born
— she conceived in her spirit the promise
the Lord made to her, that she would be a
mother. On Jan. 25, Faith was conceived in
her birth mother’s womb and her adopted
mother’s heart.

Because Shannon held on to Jesus’
promise for 13 years before the manifestation
of the blessing, there was only one word —
one name — that could fit her daughter
snugly.

“The name, Faith, goes back to Hebrews
11:1, because for 13 years, since my
hysterectomy 13 years ago, I knew that I still
wanted to be a parent. But I didn’t know when
or how (that would come about). My daughter,
Faith, is both the substance and the evidence
of what I was believing God for.”

Hebrews 11:1 in the Amplified Bible says,
Now faith is the assurance (the confirmation,
the title deed) of the things [we] hope for,
being the proof of things [we] do not see and
the conviction of their reality [faith perceiving
as real fact what is not revealed to the senses].

Shannon says she prayed for her child at
8:30 on the morning of Oct. 25 (a Sunday);
that was the morning Faith was born.

Faith’s middle name, Althea, also is the
name of someone else Shannon holds dear to
her heart. “The name Althea is the name of my
mother. And because Faith is the legacy of
our family, that is why I named her after my
mother,” she says.

Shannon says she’s already learned so
much from Faith, just in the short time they’ve
been together.

“She’s allowed me to see the love of God
every day,” Shannon says. “Every day I wake
up with her, I see God’s love. And the biggest
way she’s changed my life: It’s really how
much I trust God. She has forever solidified
my trust in God. When He places something
in your heart, in your spirit, and just to keep
living, keep thriving in the meantime ... I pray
constantly, I pray over her, I pray for her. She
has strengthened my relationship with Christ.
I am continually in a spirit of thankfulness
and gratitude and praise for her.”

Shannon says she’d like to encourage
everyone who is willing and able to adopt to
go ahead and do so, noting that it’s a
tremendous blessing to be able to open one’s
home to a child and do the best one can do to
rear that child or those children in a way that

gives God the glory and prepares those
children to be world changers.

Faith Althea Hills, who Shannon calls
“The Munchkin,” was born on Sunday, Oct.
25, 2009; she was adopted by Shannon L.
Hills on Wednesday, Oct. 28, 2009.

For persons in the North Lawndale area
considering either adopting a child or putting
a child up for adoption, please call Adoption
Information Center of Illinois at (312) 346-1516
or toll-free (800) 572-2390. Also, please visit
the agency’s Web site at http://
www.adoptinfo-il.org.

Pastor Donald Lee can be reached for
comment or prayer at (225) 773-2248 or
pastordonjlee@yahoo.com.

Shannon L. Hills and her daughter, Faith Althea
Hills.

Okay, Okay. I can no longer avoid it, so I
am just going to say it. Today, Eldrick Woods
should more fully understand that a black
man in America— whether he calls himself a
“Cablinasian” or not— never rises so high
here as to exist beyond the context of his
blackness. Not even the president of the
United States can do that.

And ordinary black people who are not
Tiger Woods also should more fully
understand that even earning a billion dollars
in pursuit of a life not defined by who you
really are grants no one true freedom from
the judgments of others. Sooner or later you
have to be who you are.

Simply put, Tiger Woods is low class.
Just like most men. I mean though we all
want to find our soul mate, very few of us
seldom do. The rest of us would simply love
to be able to connect with as many young,
pretty female candidates as we can before
we find Ms. Right, if we ever do.

Tiger (I affectionately refer to him as
Tigger in conversation), too, just doesn’t
want to be bothered with the hassle of
pretense when it comes to his  expectations
of a blonde, white woman. He likes to get to
the point. With as many of them as he can fit
between tee-offs.

And he knew that before he got married
to that Swedish  Scandinavian Viking who
put that club upside his head. Tiggers don’t
change their stripes.

The only difference between Woods and
me is I can not afford to run in so-call “high
class” circles. That’s what keeps my
business private.

Tigger should have stayed single, and
he should hurry up and return to
bachelorhood so he can go on about his
business being who he is. Cause what the

LANE CHANGE: Now That He Has His
Humanity, WOODS SHOULD JUST BE WHO HE IS

A Commentary By TRAVLES R. LANE - the1tlane@yahoo.com

hell use is a billion dollars if you can’t even
be yourself and spend it any damn way you
want.

Athletes are not role models. Neither are
singers, actors or politicians. These are all
just people. None are better than the person
standing beside you or that one you pass
by begging you for a penny, nickel, dime or
quarter every day on the West Side or in
any big city in America.

If parents can not be the people they
would like their children to be like, they do
not need to be parents.

So let’s let Tigger figure out what he
wants to do in light of whatever his wife
wants to do and leave that to them. And get
about the business of not letting our lives
be more defined by what have than by who
we are—to ourselves or to those who would
be like us.

And speaking of President Obama this
close to Christmas and the spirits of “Peace
on Earth,” “Goodwill Toward Men” and all
those other Christ-like sentiments. Mr.
President, there is no such thing as a “just
war.”

War may be justified when a nation is
attacked as the United States was on Sep.
11, 1999, because the right of self-defense
is accorded to any living thing, and a nation
is just that.  So the war in Afghanistan is a
justified war and America should commit to
ensuring it is never again attacked from
there.

And just as the war in Afghanistan is
justified, the war in Iraq is not. I would have
liked the president to have distinguished
between the two when explaining the
incongruity of a why a war-time president
is accepting a Nobel Peace Prize.

See Humanity page 6
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Humanity from page 5

The ability to take on the
world without any doubts could

be quite frightening to a child that has never
been out of their own neighbor. The threat of
gang rivaling due to territorial settings, past lives
of loved ones being caught in the cross fire,
and just the frightening fact of knowing that
something different will be discovered holds
many inner city children back from discovering
what may change their lives entirely for the
better. Not knowing what is on the other side
could be even more frightening. The diversity
of being amongst people who are different
brings about fear that makes one take a look at
themselves in the mirror only to find out who
they really are, or perhaps, who they really would
like to be or be like. Something diverse and new
in the mist of chaos, gang banging, gun
slanging, and utter ignorance can sometimes
double the strength of the veil that hides the
world from many disadvantaged youth.

Greenheart Travel is a non-profit
organization that extends their hands to the care
and need of youth who are in this exact situation.
Whether it be a disadvantaged child in need of
direction, or a well versed child in need of
broadening their horizons by way of traveling
to another country to learn a different language,
culture, volunteer as a humanitarian, or to see
what’s really on the other side of the world,
Greenheart Travel extends their helping hands
to allow the youth to understand the importance
of diversity by way of travel. Jessica Burns
Student Services Director for the Center for
Cultural Interchange which is a division of
Greenheart Travel says that in her 8 years as
director her experience as a mentor for the youth
who discover Greenheart Travel, results are
tremendous, due to the travel experience. She
adds that “One trip can transform a child into
becoming independent, extremely motivated
about life, and I find that the child comes back

with a confident perspective on life, feeling as if
they have the ability to achieve what ever it is
that they want in life.” This particular reason is
why it is important for children to travel in
general because there is so much to learn other
than the basics that are being taught in their
everyday lives and school curriculum . Jessica
also adds that her first time traveling was at the
age of 15 and having the ability to see something
different than what was in her community
changed her life.

Although Greenheart Travel extends it’s
hand to all children of the appropriate travel
age, there is an application process that each
child must go through and criteria put in place
in order to evaluate whether the child is really
up for the challenge. For exchange students,
which are students that go abroad in order to
get an education in another country and stay
with a host family, it is important that the child is
motivated, eager to learn, has a since of diversity
and academically prepare. The child must have
studied two years of the first language of the
country in which he or she is going to travel in
order that they are able to communicate. There
is a 6-$9,000 cost for the child to travel for one
semester to a year and it is either the parents
responsible to meet the needs of the charges
for expenses or the child or connected
organization is to find a sponsor that would be
willing to take on the responsibility of travel
and other expenses. The host family is a family
that will take on the responsibility of housing
the child, providing meals three times a day,
and making sure that the child’s well being is in
order while they are visiting the country.

Jessica invites those children who are in a
disadvantaged situation to try an exchange
program in Japan, France, Spain, Argentina,
Germany, Ireland, Australia, Finland or Sweden
which will broaden their horizon’s especially if
they are academically equipped. Another option

From Sista To Sister: Looking From The Inside Out: The Freedom To Learn By Travel For
At Risk/Disadvantaged Youth

Talibah Bakhit

 And there’s King Leopard of Belgium
(Thomas Kretschmann) who wants to put an
invested interest on William’s throne (both rulers
were cousins) that would give him creditability
and high standing in the House of Saxe-Coburg

From her adolescent life in England’s
Kensington Palace, Victoria viewed her existence
as a chess game, A restricted pawn and guarded
heiress from potential assassination attempts
and governed by such strict rules set by King’s
aide, Lord Melbourne (Paul Bettany), leader of
the Whig party who fancied a more quasi-
republican system of government as being only
escorted throughout the palace by her
overprotective mother, The Duchess of Kent
(Miranda Richardson).

However, following the death of King
William; On the 28th of June, 1838 at age 11, this
constrained child becomes Queen Victoria,
England’s youngest monarch who had readied
herself for her freedom and her fate.

While King Leopard of Belgium works
behind-the scenes as he encourages his son,
Prince Albert (Rupert Friend) to meet and woo
Queen Victoria who happens to be her German
cousin. They begin a favorable relationship that
fills King Leopard with anticipation.

But when Victoria and Albert are eventually
married. Albert soon discovers they may share a
bed, but not her throne. As Victoria retains the
rules and secrecy of her royal responsibilities as
she was taught.

Being strong willed and independent (as the
women are in these period pieces), Victoria creates
an unstable relationship that Albert tries to endure.
As he shows signs that he’s not under the influence
of his father and truly loves Victoria.

This leads to friction and argument between
the couple. Until it takes an assassination attempt
that shows Albert’s love for Victoria enough to
take a bullet on her behalf, that ultimately helps
Victoria realize that she must share the
responsduibilities of her throne with Prince Albert,
who is better and deeply commuted to her that
led to Victoria being the youngest and then the
longest (to live until age 81 compared to the
current British Queen) to reign ever in England.

Even though, occasionally fascinating with
political intrigue that naturally has its share of
inaccuracies. Along with the nature of these films
that relatives and siblings are created out of
strange bedfellows.

Still, technically well mounted and acted,
“The Young Victoria” has a slight brisk pace
that doesn’t have enough style and polish to
help make this film stand out like those
prestigious Merchant/ Ivory Productions would
have in such films as “The Remains of the Day”
(1993);  and “Howard’s End”(1992).

“The Young Victoria” might have
compromised its efforts and intentions for a later
romantic tale here to serve a younger audience,
instead of being more faithful toward the source
material.

PG; 100min. An Apparition Films Release
– Presented at selected theaters

EXTRACT (**1/2) Mike Judge obtain cult
status  from his 1999 workplace comedy “Office
Space” that explored blue collar blunders, now
returns a decade to a more normal work
environment to offer the employer/boss’ point of
view played by Jason Bateman as Joel Reynolds
who operates a flavor extract factory beleaguered
with incompetent and complacent workers.

Enter new recruit, Cindy (Mila Kunis), a sexy
hottie compared to her other co-workers with her
own agenda that becomes the object of desire to
Joel while he’s facing a major company lawsuit.

Writer-director Mike Judge, best known for
his animated series hits, “Beavis and Butthead”
and its spin-off “King of the Hill” has honorable
intentions for milking humor out of our American
male discontentment by showing the buffoonery
of the employees over the tired frustrations of the
employer. A case that most who have much
sympathy or find pleasure in.

R; 91nin.  Miramax Films Home Video;
Available: Dec.22

THE JERRY LEWIS SHOW COLLECTION
(**1/2)  At the height of his movie box office

successes, the one entertainment medium that Jerry
Lewis couldn’t overcome was television.
Especially in its variety show format that has
slowed down from his Colgate Comedy Hour years
in the 1960’s with his partner Dean Martin.

But Jerry Lewis was always a force of nature,
this compilation of comedy skits from his 1967-
69 NBC-TV show does the comic acting up off of
anything that did or didn’t move. This first ever
DVD compilation that aired for two seasons on
the same network and era that his ex-partner ran a
successful variety series for 11 seasons.

Still, this package is a time capsule offering a
nostalgic view of a simpler, slower time in life,
humor and television. The sow also can’t
completely mask the stress and strain on Lewis
trying to make the funny look easy.

Some of the best comedic sparks come from
minor crack-ups and mini-blooper moments when
Lewis shared the skits with such notable guest s
as Flip Wilson, Don Rickles, and the Osmond
Brothers, to name a few. A minor collection for
Lewis’ hard core fans. Infinity Entertainment home
Video

IT MIGHT GET LOUD (**1/2)  A slightly
unusual musical documentary revolving the artistry
and competitive nature between three electric rock
guitar virtuosos from different generations. that
involves the young ax man Jack White with rock
legends Jimmy Page of Led Zeppelin and The Edge
of U2. Eventually, each learns through the music to
accept and appreciate the contributions to this musical
genre. PG-13; 98min, Sony Pictures Home Video

Flicks from page 4 On Video
Compiled and Reviewed by David Schultz

Then maybe by next Christmas, we can
begin to truly see an end to our nation leading
the world in waging war.

Anyway, on a final note, a recent
poll has suggested that Christians are
increasingly becoming less faithful to their
religion. That is wonderful news. Because
organized religion has very little to do with
righteousness and never has. And today’s
silk-suited purveyors of the blasphemous
“gospel of prosperity” pioneered by the late

is to travel on the voluntary basis to countries
like Ghana, Benin, and Kenya which are in Africa
to help for one month in an orphanage, as a
kind act to humanity. In the year of 2010 there is
an opportunity for a group of disadvantaged
youth to travel to Costa Rica in order to help on
the voluntary basis and there is an application
process which entails all who apply to provide
information in which a board of directors will
choose the best candidate, one who is looking
to lend a helping hand to humanity is advised
to apply. Juliet Jones who will be apart of the
decision making process in which a group of
children and a mentor or mentors will be traveling
to Costa Rica states that “Allowing the youth
to travel the world provides to them an
expanded world view.” Which is what the youth
need to take on the world. However, due to the
many challenges that disadvantaged youth face
on the daily basis their minds could be draw far
away from the advantages of travel, however
with organizations like Bon-Chic Productions
“The Art of Life” program, which helps the youth
to tap into their imaginations, the possibilities
of conquering the world in a positive way
through the love of travel are endless. And with

the help of the community leaders, schools,
businesses that care, and youth organization
the ability to make a difference is possible. How
will you assist, will you help sponsor a
disadvantaged child today? Become apart of
the change.

For more information about greenheart
Travel log on to http://
www.greenhearttravel.org or call 312-944-2544

Greenheart Travel’s location is at 712 N.
Wells, 4th Floor Chicago, IL 60654-3500

If you would like to help sponsor a child for
a trip to Africa or Costa Rica email Talibah Bakhit
at educatedexaminer@yahoo.com or call 312-
698-8889.

Tali Bakhit is a visionary journalist, writer,
entrepreneur, and owner of her own company
Bon-chic Productions.  Born and raised in the
inner city of Philadelphia, she knows the
struggles that young African American sisters
go through on the everyday basis.  As a writer
for the the North Lawndale Community
Newspaper, Tali has made a loyal commitment
to give back to the Sisters and prove yes we
can all get along and create a since of loyalty.
Peace & Light My sisters.

Oral Roberts and his ilk, should take note this
Christmas:  Hard times are when the true spirit
of Christ must supersede the worldly
business of Christianity. More giving and less
taking, please.

And perhaps the passing of an old
Pharisee will bring us all closer to a truer
understanding of riches beyond wealth, love
beyond self service and peace beyond the
death of other men.

May the Lord continue to bless us all.
Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, Merry
Kwanza and Happy Holidays.
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Do You Have Something to Buy, Sell, Trade, Rent or Announce?
Are you Looking for Employment or Looking to Hire? You Can Do it Here In

the North Lawndale Community News
Call 312/492-9090 To Place Your Classified Ad!

THE NORTH LAWNDALE COMMUNITY NEWS’

CLASSIFIED  MARKETPLACE

FOR RENT

APARTMENTS FOR RENT 3 bdrms, newly
renovated, carpeted, tenant pays utilities,
3500 W. Douglas Blvd. 3 floors available,
call Ms. Barnes at 773 521-4977.
APARTMENT FOR RENT 2118 S. Keeler
Nwly Rehabbed 2 BR Apts. $700-750 mo +
sec, Sec.8, utilities not incl. 312-925-3164
APARTMENT FOR RENT 1917 S.
Christiana. Deluxe 2BR one BA apt. cute blk
near police station & Pink Line Kedzie stop.
Greystone 2-flat, quiet bldg. Gut rehabbed in
2006. Newly painted, hdwd flrs, dishwasher,
laundry in unit.  No smokers, no pets, $900/
mo 1-1/2 mos. sec. Call  773/620-4986

BARBERS WANTED
BARBERS WANTED – Westside

Location. No rent Commission.
For More Information Call
Mr. Jones at 773-889-9811

APARTMENT FOR RENT 3 BDRMS in
nice quiet building. 13th & Troy. $800
monthly. No Credit Check. One  Month
rent and One Month Security Upon Move-
In. Third Floor Apt. Call 773 522-3409 or
773 419-3892 for a Showing.

Scholars from front page

1807 S. ST. LOUIS.  Conveniently located
near public transportation. Conveniently
located near schools. 2 bedroom units starting
at $725 /+1 month security. Call (773)960-
3817
APARTMENT FOR RENT 3 BDRMS in
nice quiet building. Hardwood floors. $750
monthly. Ave. Westside location. Contact
Mr. Johnson at 708 837-8684

APT FOR RENT1500 S. Hamlin Unit#2
3bdrm 1bth LR/DRhdwd flrs . Call 630-625-
2812. CHAC aprvd

December  18, 2009

CHICAGO     WESTSIDE HOMAN
SQUARE APTS. WAITING LIST
OPEN 2br $880-3br$980 Tenant pays
light &  gas. Section 8 Welcome, Pick up
application at 3607 W. Polk. Mon-Fri
9:30-4:30 Sat 9:30-12:30 pm

Don’s
Auto
Parts

4433 W. Grenshaw
Chicago, IL 60624

Office: 773 638-1554

LOOKING FOR QUALIFIED PART-
TIME SECURITY GUARDS.  Apply at
North Lawndale Community News.  P/T
Weekends, Needs clean backgrounds.
Applications accepted Wednesdays. Please
Call John at  312-492-9090.

HELP WANTED

A NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, pursuant
to “An Act in relation to the use of an
Assumed Business Name in conduct or
transaction of Business in the State,” as
amended, that a certification was filed by
the undersigned with the County Clerk of
Cook County under file no. D09120007 on
December 2, 2009 under the Assumed Name
of  Towns Janitorial Cleaning Services with
the business located 3328 W. Lexington,
Chicago, IL 60624. The true name and
residence address of the owner is Michelle
Towns 3328 W. Lexington, Chicago, IL
60624.

LEGAL NOTICE

Become
Smarter With
Your Money

A FREE
Workshop

Attend a free
workshop at  1211 S

Western Ave,
Suite 203, Chicago.,

IL
Contact Veterans’

cause champion Virgil
Mathis

at
312-492-9090 or by

email at
virgilmathis1@yahoo.com,
or contact  Jim Hunt
at 224-422-0564 for

details.

transferable for college but are designed to enhance the veteran’s likelihood of
success at the post-secondary level. Once a veteran qualifies, he/she may
attend as many or as few sessions as is necessary. There is no minimum time
required to earn a degree once college work begins.

In addition to academic assistance, the VUB coordinates with other social
service agencies to assist students with issues beyond the classroom, providing
references for housing, employment services and other support a veteran may
require for success. Roosevelt VUB just concluded its 2009 fall session Dec. 10
and will begin its spring 2010 training in mid-January. Prospective students may
inquire about the program by calling (312) 341-6387, visiting the local Website at
www.veterans-ru.org, emailing veterans@roosevelt.edu or by visiting Room
370 in the downtown office location.

“I would recommend the program to all veterans interested in pursuing a
college education,” said Ferguson, who was among the recent group of graduates
and has gone on to qualify for and secure a grant to enroll at Northeastern
University next month. “I re-learned a lot and learned plenty that I didn’t know.

“But I do have the confidence now that I can truly go on from here and fulfill
my potential to give back through teaching.”

A NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, pursuant
to “An Act in relation to the use of an
Assumed Business Name in conduct or
transaction of Business in the State,” as
amended, that a certification was filed by
the undersigned with the County Clerk of
Cook County under file no. D09120120 on
December 14, 2009 under the Assumed
Name of  North Lawndale Insurance
Agency with the business located 3708 W.
Roosevelt Rd, Suite 2F, Chicago, IL 60624.
The true name and residence address of the
owner is Jasmine R. Lindsey, 1845 S. Troy
Street, Chicago, IL 60623.

LEGAL NOTICE
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